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Air conditioning (continued)

• Make sure that combustion gas discharges (white plas-
tic pipes) from direct-vent gas water heaters and fur-
naces do not dump near the exterior unit.

• Make sure the exterior unit is level.

• If your walls have high and low returns, switch them
for summer cooling. The upper (high) vent should be
open to draw hot air from the ceiling into the air con-
ditioning system. The lower (low) vent should be
closed for the summer.

• Turn off any central humidification systems. Some
humidification systems have a bypass duct from the
air supply to the air return on the AC unit; close the
damper in this duct.

Have your unit serviced yearly by a professional. A pro-
fessional can also give you advice on correct mainte-
nance for your unit. If you service the air conditioner in

early summer, you can save money by having the heat-
ing unit checked at the same time.

Set the thermostat at a reasonable temperature – 78
degrees is a good compromise. If exterior humidity is
usually high in your area, keep your AC unit running all
the time, even if the exterior temperature dips lower
temporarily. It costs a lot of money and takes a lot of
energy to remove moisture from the air in your home.
Every time you open the windows, moisture takes over
your home.

Finally, keep on eye on the air conditioner, and listen for
strange sounds or vibrations. Modern central air condi-
tioning units are efficient and can have a long and pro-
ductive life – if you treat them with a little respect.

You have no idea how it got there – that little rusty colored dot on the front of your new
white sweater. You have tried all the spot removers and nothing has worked. Try Whink.
Place a few drops on a rust stain, and it will disappear like magic. You will find Whink in a
small brown bottle in most grocery stores.

Mr. Fix-It Quick Tip
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Gayle: We’ve got to do something about this doorbell.
Somebody came to the front yesterday, and I didn’t
know they were there until they pounded on the door.

Tom: Were they selling something? Maybe a broken
doorbell isn’t such a bad thing.

Gayle: Still, I’d appreciate it if you could help me figure
out what’s wrong.

Tom: Your wish is my command, Gayle. Our doorbell is
pretty simple, so we can do the troubleshooting our-
selves.

Gayle: Is it risky? I’m always nervous working around
electricity.

Tom: Not really. All of the parts are low voltage and
can’t really hurt you. You’ll be fine as long as you don’t
work with the transformer for the unit, which converts
a 110-volt supply to low voltage—12 to 24 volts.

This chime unit consists of an electromagnetic
plunger that strikes a chime when activated. It slides
once, and sounds one chime, for the rear door. It slides
twice for the front door’s double chime.

Have you noticed the doorbell thumping or hum-
ming when the button is pressed? That would mean
we should clean the chime and plunger.

Gayle: No. There’s no sound at all when you push the
doorbell.

Tom: Then the button itself is probably at fault. That’s
the most common source of problems, because it’s
exposed to the weather.

The button is flush with the wood trim, so just slip
this screwdriver under the edge and pry the button
out of its hole. If the button were screwed to the frame,
we’d have to remove some screws.

Now you can see those low-voltage wires. Are they
loose or broken?

Gayle: They look OK to me.

Tom: Fine. Disconnect the ends of both wires from their
contacts at the unit. Now touch the ends of the wires
together to complete the circuit. If the doorbell rings,
we’ve found the problem: a bad button. We’ll just get
another one from the hardware store.

Gayle: It’s not going to be that simple. I’m touching the
wires together, but the doorbell doesn’t ring.

Tom: Then the problem is in either the chime or the
transformer. We’ll check the chime. Here, let’s take the
cover off.

It looks like the chime is level. It’s not dusty, so we
don’t need to vacuum it. See that round plunger there?
It needs to move freely in the magnet surrounding it.
I don’t see any broken parts or damaged brackets,
either. Looks like the chime is okay.

Gayle: So we’ve narrowed it down to the transformer.

Tom: Right, but that’s a job for a professional electri-
cian, because it involves working with that 110-volt
power I told you about. The professional will use a volt-
meter to analyze the transformer and wiring.

Or, for about $20, we can buy a new battery-operat-
ed chime-and-button set that needs no wires. We can
mount the button anywhere within 100 feet of the
chime.

Gayle: Sounds good. I’ll put that on my shopping list.

Tom Feiza,“Mr. Fix-It,” is a professional home-improve-
ment expert. His wife, Gayle, keeps track of the couple’s
lengthy to-do list.

The Honey-Do List – Tom and Gayle Feiza 

Ding-Dong: Easy Fixes for the Doorbell
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